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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3,15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kukuk (US 2002/0163799). 

3. Kuku discloses a cap which releasably received a light device with a light 
element (16-19, 31-34, fig 1), multiple shaft sections including at least first second and 
third shaft sections ad a striking end (fig 2, 101 , 1-7); the first, second and third shaft 
sections are cylindrically shaped and each shaft section has predetermined inner and 
outer diameters a predetermined length and opposing ends (fig 2), the inner diameter of 
the first shaft section is larger than the outer diameter of the second shaft section and 
the inner diameter of the second shaft section is larger than the diameter of the third 
shaft section the first shaft section being configured to enable the second shaft section 
to releasably retract into or extend out of the first shaft section and the second shaft 
section being configured to enable the third shaft section to releasably retract into or 
extend out of the second shaft section (fig 2), a slide handle configured for being 
attached to a side of the straight baton(23), a spray canister and connection device 
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contained within the slide handle, the spray canister being configured to carry a 
chemical irritant and the connection device being configured to interconnect the side 
handle of with the straight baton (100), a spray actuator attached to a top of the spray 
canister , the spray actuator attached including a base portion with an inner diameter 
form fitted for compressively receiving the top of the spray canister and including an L- 
shaped channel contained within the gripping portion of the side handle (100, 23, 30, 
53, 1 1 ), the spray actuator includes a safely flap(30), a built in hinge point and a 
squared off forward section(28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4-7,14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kukuk as applied to claim 1 and further in view of Parsons (5,509,653). 

6. Kukuk discloses the claimed invention except for the recitation of the cap being a 
bulbous/mushroom shaped head, which releasably receives the light device, the cap 
having a threaded end. Parsons discloses a baton with a cap including a 
bulbous/mushroom (38) head and being threaded for removably attaching the cap to the 
threaded end. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use the bulbous head with a threaded end in the device of 
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Kukuk for the purpose of having an end to the baton that facilitates releasably receiving 
interchanging end and interface devices to the baton. Kukuk discloses the head of the 
cap having a predetermined outer diameter of the first shaft section of the baton; a 
portion of the head is transparent (18,32). The striking end of Parson's baton is 
configured without arcuate edges and includes a threaded end (32,34). 

7. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kukuk as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Starett (5,320,348) 

8. Parsons discloses the claimed invention except for the recitation of the first shaft 
section of the baton including two ends, an aperture defined in a side of the first shaft 
section proximate one of the ends that is configured for releasably receiving a threaded 
end of the cap, the second shaft section of the baton includes two ends an aperture 
defined in a side of the second shaft section proximate one of the ends and a spring 
plunger mechanism configured to lock the second shaft section into an extended 
position via the aperture of the first shaft section when the second shaft section 
extends from the first shaft section. Starett discloses the first shaft section of the baton 
including two ends, an aperture defined in a side of the first shaft section proximate one 
of the ends that is configured for releasably receiving a threaded end of the cap (17), 
the second shaft section of the baton includes two ends an aperture defined in a side of 
the second shaft section proximate one of the ends and a spring plunger mechanism 
configured to lock the second shaft section into an extended position via the aperture of 
the first shaft section when the second shaft section extends from the first shaft section 
and a o-rings to form a shock absorber stop mechanism (figs 7-1 1 ). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
implement the teaching of Starett's spring plunger mechanism and o-rings in the device 
of Kukuk since as taught by Starett such an embodiment is useful for the purpose of 
providing a baton with a shaft locking mechanism with a dampening means. 

9. With regards to the third shaft section of the plunger having a spring mechanism 
plunger mechanism and split o-rings for shock absorbing, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a spring 
mechanism plunger mechanism in the third shaft, since it has been held that mere 
duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. 
St. Regis Paper Co. v. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

10. With regards to the striking end being threaded to releasably receive a threaded 
end of the striking end it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include a threaded end in the device of Kukuk since 
such a structure is old and well known in the art for the purpose of providing a striking 
baton with optional striking ends (see Parsons 5,509,653). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anabel M Ton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2382. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Anabel M Ton 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 
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Primary Examiner 


